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MUTE VTC MICROPHONES DURING THE PRESENTIONS.  

 

ALL QUESTIONS WILL BE TAKEN AT THE END.  

 

 

 



RCPP VISION 
A new 2014 Farm Bill conservation program that: 

• Furthers the conservation, restoration, and sustainable use of soil, 
water, wildlife on a regional scale 

• Encourages partners to cooperate with producers 
• Provides assistance through: 

• Partnership agreements 
• Program contracts or easement agreements 

• Combines the purposes and  functions of regional  programs: 
• Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP), Cooperative 

Conservation Partnership Initiative (CCPI) 

• Utilizes one new and three existing programs: 
• Agricultural Conservation Easement Program ACEP(new), Environmental 

Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP), Healthy Forest Reserve  

      Program (HFRP) 
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RCPP VISION 

RCPP offers new opportunities for the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) to work with partners to encourage: 

 
• locally driven innovation 

• create high-performing solutions 

• harness innovation 

• accelerate the conservation mission 

• launch bold ideas 

• demonstrate the value and efficacy of voluntary, private lands 
conservation.   

 

All projects will be equally evaluated, regardless of size. 
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MEASURES OF SUCCESS 

For this new flagship program, NRCS will specifically 
measure environmental successes through the following 
four criteria: 

  

1.  Solutions  

2.  Contributions 

3.  Innovation 

4.  Participation 

5 



1.  Solutions.  NRCS will invest in projects that 
generate near-term results that are measurable 
from environmental, economic, and social 
perspectives.  Both partners and NRCS staff will 
be involved with documenting the outcomes of 
these conservation investments. 
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MEASURES OF SUCCESS 



2.  Contributions.  NRCS specifically will promote 
leveraging of other Federal and non-federal 
resources.  The agency goal is to at least double 
the total investment in conservation, including 
cash and in-kind contributions from both 
Federal and non-Federal sources.   
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MEASURES OF SUCCESS 



3.  Innovation.  NRCS will select innovative 
projects that integrate multiple 
conservation approaches to deliver 
comprehensive and measurable solutions 
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MEASURES OF SUCCESS 



4.  Participation.  NRCS will seek to 
maximize the number of organizations 
that participate in and contribute to 
projects as compared with predecessor 
programs (such as the CCPI). 
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MEASURES OF SUCCESS 



Announcement of Program Funding (APF) 
 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT TYPE:  Announcement for Program Funding 
 
AGENCY:  NRCS and Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC)  
 
Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number:  10.930 
 
The purpose of this notice is to announce the availability of nearly 
$400 million in CCC funding for RCPP and to solicit applications 
from potential partners who seek to enter into partnership 
agreements with NRCS under RCPP.  
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RCPP APF Timeline 
• Late May:  Announcement of Program Funding (APF) 

through grants.gov. 
• Mid-July (45 days after announcement:  Pre-proposals 

applications are due 
• Late July:  Review of Pre-proposal applications are 

completed and partners are notified of acceptance and need 
to submit full proposal 

• End of September:  Full proposals due. 
• Mid-October:  Proposals selected and announced. 
• October 30:  All project agreements are signed. 
• Once agreements are signed, partnership activities and 

obligations may begin. 
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APF Table of Contents 
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Addresses 

Supplementary Information 

 

Part I — Funding Opportunity Description 

Part II — Funding Availability 

Part III — Eligibility Information 

Part IV — Pre-Proposal Application Requirements for Partnership Projects 

Part V — Full Proposal Application Requirements for Partnership Projects 

Part VI — Application Submission and Review 

Part VII — Award Information and Administration 

Part VIII — Agency Contacts 

 

Appendix A—Definitions 

Appendix B—NRCS State Conservationists 



Critical Conservation Areas 

RCPP Allows the Agriculture Secretary to establish Critical 
Conservation Areas: 

• Up to 8 areas  

• Give priority to areas: 

– With significant agricultural production 

– Benefiting from water quality or quantity  
improvement 

– Containing landowners and producers that need to 
meet or avoid negatively impacting regulations 
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Critical Conservation Areas 

Approved Critical Conservation Areas: 
1. Great Lakes Region (IL, IN, MI, MN, NY, PA,OH, WI) 
2. Chesapeake Bay Watershed (DE, MD, NY, PA, VA,WV) 
3. Mississippi River Basin (AR, KY, IA, IL, IN, LA, MN, MS, OH, 

SD,TN, WI) 
4. Longleaf Pine Range (AL, FL, GA, LA, MS, NC, SC, TX,VA) 
5. Columbia River Basin (ID, OR, WA) 
6. California Bay Delta (CA) 
7. Prairie Grasslands Region (CO, KS, IA,MO, MN, MT, ND, NE, 

NM, SD, TX, WY) 
8. Colorado River Basin (AZ, CA,CO, NM, NV, UT, WY) 
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Critical Conservation Areas 
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Additional Resources Provided on the Web 

• Information on Critical Conservation Areas 
– Maps, background, priority resource concerns, selection 

process 
• Information on State priorities and processes and links to 

State websites 
• Agreement template (may be multiple types) 
• Examples of high performing partner agreements from CCPI 

and AWEP 
• Information on watershed- and regional-scale conservation 

planning, cost-benefit analysis, and water quality monitoring 
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Funding 

Available Funding 

• $100 Million of direct RCPP funding each year  

• Seven percent of funds from the four covered programs (ACEP, 
CSP, EQIP, HFRP) reserved annually through April 1 

Funding Pools 

• 25 percent  for State Projects 

• 40 percent  for National Projects 

• 35 percent for Projects in Critical Conservation Areas 

 

 

 

17 



Other Funding Considerations 

Fiscal Year (FY) 2014  and 2015 funds will be 
committed and allocated to states based on RCPP 
agreements awarded.  

 
For the State Area funding pool:  Pre-proposals will 
indicate State needs.  Guidance will then be developed 
on individual State request or allocations process. 

 
NRCS anticipates publishing an annual APF to award 
new projects each year.  Each project would have up to 
a five year duration 
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National Funding Pool 

• Priority will be given to multistate projects. 

• National priorities for FY2014/2015 

1. Water quantity 

2. Water quality 

3. Soil health 

4. At risk species habitat 

5. Air quality 
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Priority Resource Concerns for Kansas 

Kansas has established Priority Resource Concerns 
for which state proposals will be accepted. 

• Soil Erosion–Wind Erosion 

• Insufficient Water Quantity 

• Water Quality Degradation 

• Degraded Plant Condition 

• Fish and Wildlife–Inadequate Habitat 
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ACEP AND EASEMENT PROVISIONS 

The ACEP is one of the covered programs under 
RCPP. 

 

Under RCPP, both components of ACEP are available:  

• ACEP-Agricultural Land Easements (ALE), and 

• ACEP-Wetlands Reserve Easements (WRE) 
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ACEP AND EASEMENT PROVISIONS 

ACEP-ALE 

 

For ALEs, RCPP offers the option for an eligible entity to 
submit a proposal to enter into a cooperative agreement 
for specific parcels to be considered for funding or for a 
partner to propose a partnership agreement that could 
lead to cooperative agreements and enrollments with 
other eligible entities. 

 

RCPP allows partners the flexibility to propose non-
standard agreement and deed terms.  These terms are 
subject to NRCS approval. 
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ACEP AND EASEMENT PROVISIONS 

ACEP-WRE 

 

The ACEP-WRE includes a Wetland Reserve 
Enhancement Option that is similar to Wetland 
Reserve Enhancement Program (WREP) previously 
available under the Wetlands Reserve Program 
(WRP). 

 

Under RCPP, partners may submit a proposal to enter 
into an agreement under the Wetland Reserve 
Enhancement Option of ACEP-WRE.   
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ACEP AND EASEMENT PROVISIONS 

HFRP 

 

HFRP is a covered program under RCPP and 
proposals for HFRP projects are not limited to areas  
previously approved for HFRP.   
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Eligible lands and partners for RCPP 
• Eligible land includes:  

– cropland, grassland, rangeland, pastureland, nonindustrial 
forest land, other land incidental to agricultural production 
(wetlands, buffers etc.) 

 

• Eligible partners may include:  
– agricultural producer associations, silvacultural producer 

associations, groups of producers, State or unit of local 
governments, Indian tribes, farmer cooperatives, water 
district, irrigation district, rural water districts, municipal water 
or wastewater treatment entities, conservation driven 
nongovernmental organizations, institutions of higher 
education  
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Partnership Agreements 

• NRCS will conduct a competitive process to select 
applications for partnership agreements.  

• The criteria used in evaluating project proposals is listed 
in the APF and will be on the website. 

• Multistate projects will have a lead state selected for 
each project to develop and enter into the partnership 
agreements, using a national template. 

• Partnership agreements may not exceed 5 years; 
however, NRCS may extend the agreement one time for 
up to 12 months 
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Partner Responsibilities 
Partners are responsible for: 
• Defining the scope of the project (accomplished through the 

project proposal and agreement); 
• Conducting outreach and education to eligible producers for 

potential participation in the project; 
• Assisting landowners and producers with NRCS applications, at 

their request; 
• Leveraging financial or technical assistance provided by NRCS 

with additional funds to help achieve the project objectives;  
• Conducting and providing an assessment of the project costs and 

conservation effects; 
• Other duties as specified in the partnership agreement. 
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Applications 

• Applicants must identify one specific funding pool in 
which to compete in accordance with the criteria 
established in this notice.   

• Project areas may be defined by geo-political 
boundaries, watershed boundaries, agricultural land 
uses, or regional natural resource concerns.   

• The project area does not need to be contiguous, 
but the geographic boundaries need to be described.   

• The project must address at least one identified 
priority.  



Process for Reviewing Applications 
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NRCS NHQ 
Posts Funding Opportunity 

Applicant submits a  proposal package to a central mailbox, 
indicates CCA, National, OR State funding pool 

NHQ logs all proposals 
into central database 

NHQ sends all State proposals 
to the appropriate State 

Conservationist for ranking 
and selection 

Grants.Gov 

NHQ reviews and ranks CCA 
and National proposals and 

makes initial selections. 

States send recommendations to NHQ for projects 
selected and program funding, as well as projects 
to be considered under other funding pools and 

projects not recommended to be selected. 

NHQ makes final project selections, NHQ and 
States enter into appropriate agreements, NHQ 

allocates funding 



FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/
national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/  
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NRCS is offering online question and answering 

sessions on RCPP.  Online webinar sessions: 

• June 9 (Monday) at 2 p.m. EST and 

• June 18 (Wednesday) at 11 a.m. EST 



Questions? 
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Non-Discrimination Statement 

• "The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD)." 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English 
Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 
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